Strongyloides ratti: the effect of betamethasone on the course of infection in rats.
Rats were treated with betamethasone at different stages of infection with Strongyloides ratti. Treatment caused a diminution in the number of adult worms recovered but this residual population was not expelled as were worms from untreated rats. If treatment was started after expulsion had already begun adult worm numbers increased--suggesting that autoinfection occurred. Treatment throughout a primary infection prevented the development of an immune response which expelled, or killed, a challenge infection. Treatment, just before and just after challenge, prevented the expulsion of the challenge infection. Worm expulsion up to day 35 was prevented by treating rats with betamethasone 4, 6, 8 and 10 days after infection.